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STATE  DOCUMENTS 


REPORT 

TO 

His  Excellency 
Sam  C.  Ford,  Governor 

The  State  Board  of  Examiners 

and 

The  Thirtieth  Legislative  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  Montana 

FROM  THE 

Post  War  Planning 
and  Construction  Commission 


Adopted  July  15,  1946 


To  His  Excellency,  Sam  C.  Ford,  (lovernor, 

The  State  Board  of  Examiners,  and 
Tlie  Thirtieth  Legislative  Assembly  of  tlie 
State  of  Montana 

U})on  the  convening  of  the  20th  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
Slate  of  ^lontana  it  was  ascertained  that  the  General  Fund  of  tlm 
State  of  ^Montana  contained  a snrplns  of  about  five  ]\lillions  of 
Dollars.  This  was  a situation  wliich  was  viniqne  in  the  history  of 
Montana,  and  in  consequence  the  Legislature  was  faced  with  a num- 
ber of  proposals  for  the  use  of  these  funds.  As  the  Session  progressed 
questions  concerning  the  right  to  the  use  of  these  funds  were  raised. 
An  appropriation  was  made  specifically  providing  that  the  money 
was  to  come  from  the  Surplus  in  the  General  Fund.  This  Bill  was 
passed  by  both  houses  and  signed  by  the  Governor,  (Chapter  2,  29th 
Session  Laws).  Promptly  an  action  was  commenced  to  test  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  law  'and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of 
Montana  upheld  the  validity  of  the  Act,  tlius  clearing  the  way  for 
the  use  of  such  surplus  for  general  State  purposes. 

AVe  were  engaged  in  a AA^ar.  Alanpower  was  short.  Alany  ma- 
terials Avere  rationed  and  most  building  materials  Avere  not  to  be 
had.  AVidespread  unemployment  folloAving  termination  of  the  AA^ar 
Avas  predicted  and  generally  anticipated.  This  specter  of  future 
unemployment  and  the  then  shortage  of  manpoAver  and  materials 
coiiAunced  the  Legislature  that  it  Avas  no  time  to  embark  on  any 
program  Avhich  Avould  further  aggravate  these  shortages. 

These  conditions  resulted  in  the  enactment  and  approval  of 
House  Bill  329,  noAv  Chapter  148  of  the  LaAvs  of  the  29th  Legislative 
Assembly. 

This  laAV  has  for  its  purpose  the  creation  of  a post  Avar  planning 
and  construction  reserve  fund  of  four  and  one-half  Alillion  Dollars 
remaining  in  the  general  fnnd  surplus  for  use  in  the  post-Avar 
period  for  relief  of  the  expected  unemployment,  and  to  set  up  a 
commission  to  stud^^  the  needs  of  the  State  and  make  recommenda- 
tions for  specific  appropriation  from  such  fund. 

The  laAv  provides  for  a commission  consisting  of  eleven  mem- 
bers, Avhose  duties  include  the  power  to  invest  all  moneys  of  the 
fnnd  and  to  make  studies,  plans,  and  surveys  for  needed  and  neces- 
sary post-war  construction,  improvements,  and  deA^elopments  in, 
and  about  all  institutions  and  buildings  oAvned  or  operated  by  the 
State  of  Montana,  and  Avater  conservation  projects,  ....  to  the  end 
that  the  design,  ....  advisability  of  construction,  cost  and  employ- 
ment possibilities  may  be  determined  in  adAunice  and  such  informa- 
tion be  made  available  for  consideration  at  the  proper  time  by  our 
legislative  bodies. 

This  Avork  has  been  done  and  the  report,  hercAvith,  desci’ibes 
the  method  of  ascertaining, the  needs  of  the  different  state  institu- 
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tions,  the  care  witli  wliicli  the  requirements  were  considered,  and  a 
complete  pro^Tam  for  the  expenditure  of  the  available  funds. 

Tlie  mend)ers  of  the  Commission  thus  created  were  appointed 
and  met  for  the  first  time  in  Helena  on  June  9th,  1945.  At  this 
meeting*  the  Commission  elected  E.  A.  Blenkner,  Vice  Chairman,  and 
authorized  the  investment  of  available  funds  and  tlie  sum  of  $4,000,- 
000.00  in  United  States  Treasury  Certificates  of  Indebtedness,  bear- 
ing interest  at  the  rate  of  7/8th  per  centum  Avere  purchased,  such 
bonds  to  be  converted  into  cash  as  and  Avhen  required.  This  invest- 
ment, pending  the  time  when  the  money  is  needed  will  yield  $35,- 
000.00  per  annum,  or  three  times  the  amount  appropriated  for 
administrative  purposes. 

At  this  meeting  it  was  also  decided  to  call  upon  the  heads  of 
all  state  institutions  and  departments  for  reports  as  to  their  needs 
and  requirements  together  Avith  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  each. 

The  Commission  found  the  several  administrative  heads  ex- 
tremely cooperative.  When  all  the  requests  had  been  receiA^ed  the 
Commission  was  confronted  Avith  requests  totaling  in  excess  of 
Thirteen  Millions  of  Dollars. 

When  all  requests  had  been  received  the  Clovernor  called  the 
Commission  together  on  August  31st,  1945.  The  seAmral  requests 
Avere  divided  into  tAvo  classes  viz; — (1)  deferred  maintenance  and 
replacements;  and  (2)  ncAv  construction.  At  this  meeting  the  Com- 
mission adopted  the  policy  of  recommending  the  modernization  and 
rehabilitation  of  state  OAvned  buildings  and  structures  before  ncAV 
construction  Avould  be  recommended. 

In  order  to  determine  Avhich  requests  should  be  recommended 
it  Avas  decided  that  the  Commission  should  inspect  the  Amrious 
institutions. 

Accordingly  the  Commission  or  Sub-Committees  inspected  the 
several  institutions  and  gained  first  hand  information  of  the  condi- 
tion and  requirements  of  each.  The  tour  of  inspection  by  the  Com- 
mission, consumed  the  entire  Aveek  of  September  30th  to  October  7th, 
1945. 

Upon  tlie  occasion  of  these  inspections  the  head  of  each  institu- 
tion Avas  advised  of  the  policj^  of  the  Commission  and  invited  to 
submit  a reAused  list  of  requests  based  on  that  policy. 

AYlien  these  reAused  requests  had  all  been  received,  assembled 
and  tabulated  the  Commission  again  met  in  Helena  and  for  tAvo 
days  studied  the  requests  and  made  tentatUe  allocations.  HoAveA'er, 
it  Avas  apparent  that  before  a complete  allocation  of  funds  could  be 
made  certain  technical,  statistical,  and  engineering  data  Avould  be 
required.  This  Avas  accomplished  by  calling  upon  various  state 
departments  capable  of  suiiplying  such  information  and  the  Com- 
mission Avishes  to  acknoAvledge  the  most  hearty  and  Avilling  coopera- 
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tion  and  help  from  all  such  departments.  This  data  was  secured 
from  the  followino*  state  departments:  Office  of  the  State  Exam- 
iner, Engineering*  Department  of  the  State  College  at  Bozeman, 
Attorney  General,  Water  Conservation  Board,  State  Board  of  Health, 
State  Board  of  Examiners,  and  the  heads  of  the  several  institutions 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Greater  Universit}^  of  Montana. 

After  all  desired  information  had  been  assembled  and  tabulated 
the  Commission  met  again  in  Helena,  May  6th,  1946,  and  remained 
in  session  for  three  full  days.  The  following  table  shows  allocations 
recommended : 


EASTERN  MONTANA  NORMAL  SCHOOL,  BILLINGS, 
Submitted  by  Dr.  A.  G.  Peterson,  President 

Improvement  & Rehabilitation  New  Construction  Total  Allocation 


Educational 


None 


Science  Building. 

$175,000.00  $175,000,00 


MONTANA  SCHOOL  OF  MINES,  BUTTE, 
Submitted  by  Dr.  Francis  A.  Thomson,  President 


Main  Hall,  Mill  Building, 
Gymnasium,  Metallurgy  Building, 
Campus  Improvements. 


Shop  Building, 
Furnishings  and 
Equipment 


$ 98,750.00 


$ 20,000.00  $118,750.00 


MONTANA  STATE  COLLEGE,  BOZEMAN, 
Submitted  by  Dr.  R.  R.  Renne,  President 


Agricultural  Building, 
Gymnasium,  Hamilton  Hall, 
Herrick  Hall,  Lewis  Hall, 
Montana  Hall,  Campus  Roads. 


Library  Building. 


$179,480.00 


$400,000.00 


$579,480.00 


MONTANA  STATE  NORMAL  COLLEGE,  DILLON, 
Submitted  by  Dr.  Sheldon  E.  Davis,  President 


Residence  Hall,  Gymnasium,  None 

Main  Building,  Heating- 

Plant. 


None 


$ 23,300.00 


$ 23,300.00 
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MONTANA  STATE  UNIVERSITY,  MISSOULA 
Submittedi  by  Dr.  James  A.  McCain,  President 


Improvement  & Rehabilitation 

New  Construction 

Total  Allocation 

University  Hall,  Science  Hall, 
Craig  Hall,  Women’s  Gymnasium, 
Law  Building,  Old  Store  Building, 
Carpenter  Shop  and  Storage, 
Nursery  Building,  Bleachers  and 
Garage  Storage,  Simpkins  Hall, 
Cook  Hall,  R.  0.  T.  C.  Building, 
Natural  Science  Building, 
Infirmary,  Biological  Station, 
Library  Building,  Men’s 
Gymnasium,  Heating  Plant,  Music 
Practise  House,  Student  Union 
Building,  Journalism  Building, 
Chemistry-Pharmacy  Building, 
Women’s  Club  Art  Building, 

Class  Bell  System,  Water  Mains. 

Heating  Plant: 
Equipment  to  take 
care  of  new 
building.  School 
of  Business 
Administration. 

$277,275.00 

$380,000.00 

$657,275.00 

NORTHERN  MONTANA  COLLEGE,  HAVRE, 
Submitted  by  Dr.  G.  H.  Vande  Bogart,  President 

Pershing  Hall,  East  Hall, 
Cooperative  Hall,  Campus. 

Main  Building. 

$ 33,480.00 

$200,000.00 

$233,480.00 

Custodial 

SCHOOL  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  BLIND,  GREAT  FALLS, 
Submitted  by  Glenn  I.  Harris,  President 


Main  Building,  Laundry 
Equipment,  Paving,  Water 
Softener,  Playground 
Equipment. 

$ 30,100.00 

INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL 
Submitted  by  C. 

Boys’  Building,  Administration 
Building,  Cottages  A,  C,  D,  E, 
President’s  Residence, 

Secretary’s  Residence,  Industrial 
Building,  Gymnasium,  Dairy  Barn, 
Water  Tank  and  Tower, 
Smokestack,  Earth  Roofs,  and 
Water  System. 

$ 42,906.00 


None 


$ 30,100.00 

FOR  BOYS,  MILES  CITY, 

M.  Horn,  President 

Dairy  Building 
and  Equipment. 


I 36,000.00  $ 78,906.00 
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MONTANA  STATE  ORPHANS’  HOME,  TWIN  BRIDGES, 
Submitted  by  L.  H.  Whitney,  President 


Improvement  & Rehabilitation 

Tunnel,  Sewage  Disposal  System, 
Fire  Equipment,  Slaughter  House, 
Slough  Drainage,  School  and 
Cottages,  LG,  C3,  C4,  C5, 
Sidewalks,  Out  Buildings,  Ice 
Plant,  Irrigation. 


$ 68,800.00 


Newi  Construction  Total  Allocation 

Maintenance  Shop, 
ten-stall  garage 
and  equipment. 

Convalescing 
Hospital  Ward 
and  furnishings. 

Root  Cellar, 

Athletic  equip- 
ment only. 

$ 17,200.00  $ 86,000.00 


MONTANA  STATE  PRISON,  DEER  LODGE, 
Submitted  by  John  E.  Henry,  Warden 

Hospital  Building,  License  Trusties 

Plate  Factory,  Inside  Bunk  House. 

Administration  Building. 

$ 74,400.00  $114,000.00  $188,400.00 

MONTANA  SOLDIERS’  HOME,  COLUMBIA  FALLS, 
Submitted  by  Ralph  Higgins,  Commandant 

Women’s  Building,  Commandant’s  None 
Residence,  Farm  Buildings, 

Laundry,  Engine  Room,  Water 
Supply,  General  Repairs,  Hospital 
Building,  Service  Building. 

$ 93,400.00  $ 93,400.00 

MONTANA  STATE  TRAINING  SCHOOL,  BOULDER, 
Submitted  by  Dr.  Howard  Griffin,  President 

Main  Buildings  ‘‘A”  and  “B”,  None 

Tunnel,  Gymnasium,  Hospital 
“E”,  Storage  and  Shoe  Shop 
‘U”,  Superintendent’s  Cottage, 

Water  Tank,  Custodial  Department 
Cottages  and  Main  Building, 

Laundry,  Heating  Plant,  Water 
System  and  Supply,  Sewage 
Disposal  System. 

$132,300.00  $132,300.00 

VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS,  HELENA, 
Submitted  by  Elizabeth  Steed,  Superintendent 

Cottages  No.  1,  2,  3,  Lighting  None 

System,  Water  and  Sewage 
Lines,  Gymnasium,  Administration 
Building,  Water  Softener,  Water 
System,  Drainage  and  Bridges. 

$ 70,840.00 


$ 70,840.00 


General 


MONTANA  STATE  TUBERCULOSIS  SANITARIUM,  GALEN, 
Submitted  by  Dr.  F.  I.  Terrill,  Superintendent 


Improvement  & Rehabilitation 

Fire  Escapes,  Tunnel,  Water 
Supply,  Laundry,  Outside 
Lighting,  Receiving  Hospital, 
Men’s  Hospital,  Girls’  Dormi- 
tory, Doctor’s  Residences, 
Student  Nurse’s  Dormitory, 
Superintendent’s  Residence, 
Walsh  Cottage,  Paving. 

$130,630.00 


New  Construction  Total  Allocation 

Hospital 

Building. 


$400,000.00  $530,630.00 


WATER  CONSERVATION  BOARD, 
Submitted  by  Fred  E.  Buck,  Chief  Engineer 


None  Projects  to  be 

determined  by  the 
Water  Conserva- 
tion Board. 

FOR  CONSTRUC- 
TION-REVOLV- 
ING FUND. 

$650,000.00  $650,000.00 


STATE  CAPITOL, 

Submitted  by  the  State  Board  of  Examiners 

Front  Entrance  of  Capitol  Addition  to  the 

Building.  Capitol  Building 

and  Furnishings. 

$ 65,000.00  $550,000.00  $615,000.00 
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Recapitulation  of  Allocations 


Iiii  pro  vein  eiits 

Institution  J'”*! 

Rehnbilitnti<»n 

New 

C onfstriiction 

Total 

Allocation 

EDUCATIONAL 

Eastern  Montana  Normal  School 

Montana  School  of  Mines  $ 

Montana  State  College  

Montana  State  Normal  College 

Montana  State  University  

Northern  Montana  College  

None 

98.750.00 

179.480.00 

23.300.00 

277.275.00 

33.480.00 

$ 175,000.00 

20,000.00 

400.000. 00 
None 

380.000. 00 

200.000. 00 

$ 175,000.00 

118.750.00 

579.480.00 
23,300.00 

657.275.00 

233.480.00 

Sub-Totals  $ 

612,285.00 

$ 1,175,000.00 

$ 1,787,285.00 

CUSTODIAL 

School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind  . 

Industrial  School  for  Boys  

Montana  State  Orphans’  Home.. 

Montana  State  Prison  

Montana  Soldiers’  Home  

Montana  State  Training  School.. 
Vocational  School  for  Girls  

30.100.00 

42.906.00 

68.800.00 

74.400.00 

93.400.00 
132,300.00 

70.840.00 

None 

$ 36,000.00 

17,200.00 
114,000.00 
None 
None 
None 

$ 30,100.00 

78.906.00 
86,000.00 

188.400.00 

93.400.00 

132.300.00 

70.840.00 

Sub-Totals  $ 

512,746.00 

$ 167,200.00 

$ 679,946.00 

GENERAL 

Montana  State  Tuberculosis 

Sanitarium  $ 

Water  Conservation  Board  

State  Capitol  

130,630.00 

None 

65,000.00 

$ 400,000.00 

650.000. 00 

550.000. 00 

$ 530,630.00 

650.000. 00 

615.000. 00 

Sub-Totals  $ 

195,630.00 

$ 1,600,000.00 

$ 1,795,630.00 

GRAND  TOTALS  | 1,320,661.00 

$ 2,942,200.00 

$ 4,262,861.00 

Assigned  to  the  Commission  for  Allocation  

Interest  per  annum  on  investment  of  funds  

Architects  and  Engineers  Fees  

Administrative  Expenses  - 

Monies  Allocated  

Monies  not  Allocated  

250,000.00 
10,000.00 
..  4,262,861.00 
12,139.00 

$ 4,500,000.00 
35,000.00 

$ 4,535,000.00 

$ 4,535,000.00 

No  allocation  of  funds  was  made  to  the  State  Hospital  for  Insane 
at  Warm  Springs  for  the  reason  that  there  remains  in  the  Building 
Fund  of  that  institution  the  sum  of  $415,000.00,  and  for  the  further 
reason  that  the  29th  Legislative  Assembly  by  Cha])ter  182  of  the 
Laws  of  the  29th  Legislative  Assembly  authorized  the  submission 
of  a $2,000,000.00  bond  issue  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Montana, 


which  the  Commission  feels  will  be  approved  and  Avhich  will  ampl}" 
provide  for  the  needs  of  that  institution. 

The  Commission  is  of  the  opinion  that  many  of  the  requests 
which  were  denied  because  of  lack  of  funds  are  very  desirable,  if 
not  essential.  It  is  apparent  that  a long  range  construction  program 
will  be  necessary  to  meet  the  growing  demands  and  needs  of  our 
State  and  its  institutions. 

Recommended  appropriations  will  yield  the  full  amount  thereof 
for  actual  replacements  or  construction  and  are  not  subject  to  any 
deductions  for  Engineering  or  Architectural  fees,  since  $250,000.00 
is  specifically  set  aside  for  that  purpose. 

The  Commission  has  at  all  time  maintained  close  liaison  with  the 
Employment  Compensation  Commission,  Federal  Agencies  concerned 
and  suppliers  of  material,  in  its  desire  to  have  plans  and  recom- 
mendations completed  by  the  time  labor  and  materials  are  readily 
available. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


POST  AVAR  PLANNING  AND  CONSTRUCTION  COMAIISSION 

SAAI  C.  FORD,  Governor, 

Chairman 

E.  A.  BLENKNER,  Representative, 

Vice  Chairman 

E.  F.  McQUITTAU  Senator 
II.  J.  SAAVTELL,  Senator 
AV.  E.  KEELEA^,  Senator 
TOM  STOUT,  Representative 

0.  J.  ARMSTRONG,  Representative 

F.  E.  RATHERT 
JOHN  STERHAN 

L.  H.  RICHARDSON 
ELERS  KOCH 

ELOISE  B.  GATES,  Secretary 
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